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Report of the Select Committee of
THIRTEEN.

Mr. CLAY, from the Select Commities
of Thirteon 1o whom were referred various
resulutions relating to California, to other
portiuns of Ahe terrvtory recently acquired by

the United States from the republic of Mex)®

¢o, and 1o other snbyects counceted with the
institution of slavery, submitted the fullow.

e . REFORT.

The Commities enternd on the dischargn
of their duties with & deep senne pf their
grest imporiance, and Wwith earnest and anx.
wnrs wohcitude (o arrive st suth conclusions
pr might ba satisfactory 1o the Scnate and to
the country.  Mest ol the, matiers referred
lare heen nat only subjected to extensise
and serioue public discussion thgoughout 1he
country, hut to a debate in the Senste itself,
liﬂ‘ll’l;l' for e elaboratencas and it dura.
tion sothit o full exposition of all those mn
oven and views which, oo the several sub
jrets dor fided to the committer, have deter
mined the concluosmons at which thoy have ar.
rived, seems quite unnecessary.  They will,
therefore, restoicl themee!ves 1o g few goneg.
ol observations, and to some reflecliony which
sgr',w out of those IUbJN“l.

Oar of Gur tecent territorial sequisivions,
and in connection wath the iustitution of =!lgve-
1y, qursiions most geave have sprong, w hich,
greatly dividiog and agitating the peapie of
the United States. have theeatened 10 ois.
tgeh thie Barmony if not to endanger the sals
ty, of the Union.  The committen beliove it
1o be bighly deairable and ne ceasary speeds
Iy to adjust ol thuse questions, noa spiri of
eoncord, and 1o a manner to produce, 1l prie
ticab'e. groeral satisfactiion.  They bk
would Le unwise 10 leave any one of them
epen and poseitled, to fester o the pulilic
mind, aod to prolong, oF wot aggravae, the
exisiing ag Intiom. fl has heen their wbject,
therelore, in this report, 10 make such propo.
sals atd recommendaiions we would aceom
flshn genersl adjusiment of all these gues.
fians.

Ameong the subjecta teferred to the com
mi'tee, which communnd their first sttenioon,
are the resulutions offecod (o the Sepate by
the Scantor fram Teanesses, Mr. Bell. Iy
& provigion i the reso'vign of C"";{ “s9 B0
nesing Texas to the United States, it is de
clared that “ new Sates of convenient sig=,
ral exceeding four in number, 10 eddiion to
sud Siate of Texan ond b wing  sufficient
poputation, may hereslter w eoraent of
said Snie ol Texas, and has Tent pap.
vianon, may hereniter, by the con.ent of sasd
State be formed vut of the ternitory thereof,
which ahall beentitled 10 adminsian under tin
provisions of the Federal Constitution ; and
such States as may be formed oot of that por.
tion of said territary lying south of 36° 20
titnrth I titede, communly known us fne Mis.
sourt compromise lige, shall be adimitted 010
the Union with or withoot slavery, as the
prople of each Stiate ssking admission may
despre,™

The esmmittes nre pnanimous'y of opin
1on, that whepever, one nrinore Sta‘re, furm.
¢ aut of the ternitory of Texas, not exceed

ing four, having sufficiant population, with
the consent of Prexas, may apply 1o be ad

mitted into the Union, they are entiled 1o
such adanssion, beyond all doubr, upon the
clear, unambigunus, und sbealute ferms o
the welemn compact contained 1nthe resola.
tron of annexation adopied by Congress and
sssented to by Texan  Bu, whilstthe Com
mittee conceiva That the night of admission
inlo the Ungon of avy New Siates enrved out
of the territory of Texas, not exceoling the
tumber specified, and under the conditinns
tlaled, eanaot be jostly controverled, the
eommiitee do not think that the fo. mation ol
ony such now States should now enginnie
with ('--ngu'“. The toitiniive, in conlormi-
1Y with the usage which hae hereralore pro
valed, should be taken by a poricon of the
prople of Texas themeeives, desirous of con
Siluting a new State, with the consent of
Texas. And in the formation of such
Erute, will Le for the peopls comporing 1t to
decide for themselves wheiher they will ad.
mit or will exclode slavery, Aund however
they may decide that puroly municipal quos
tan, Congress is Lound to acquiesce, and to
Wil in good faith the supulations of the com
puct with Texas. ‘The commitiee nre aware
hat it has been contended that the resolution
ol Congrens annexing Texns was unconstiiu
Lional. At & lormer epoch ol our eountry’s
history, there were those (and Mr. Jeflorson,
under whose nuspices the treaty of Lowisiana
was concluded, was among them) who be.
lisved 1hat the Siates formed out of Louisi-
§ ana could not be received o the Uion with
0l sn smendment of the Constitation.  But
the Siatew of Lomsians, Missouri, Arkansas,
ond Jown have been all nesortheless, admit-
. And who would now think of opposing
the ndmssion of Minnesota, Oregon, or uther
new Siates formed out of the sncient provines
of Louisiann, upon the ground of an alleged
erigwnal defect of eonsiituiional pawer?  ln
Brave, nutional transactions, while yet 1o
tieir earlior or ineipient stages, diffsrences
may well exist; but when once they have
boen decided by m constitutionsl majority, nnd |

1t e nnot be doubied thar Cengross will, under
o [ul sense of hoaor, 0! good (with, nnd of wll
the high obligations weimmg out of the eom

pact with Texas, decide, justns 1t will decide
utider the wnfluence of similar copsiderations
10 segata to new Sates formed of or oul of
New Mexico und Uiab, with or without the
‘inslitution of slavery secarding 1o the cone.
tutivrs and Judgment of the peaple who cam.
pose hiem, ue (o what way be best to promote
| et bappiness.

lo considering the qrestion of the admis.
#1un of Californis as & Siote into the Union o
(meyurity of the commities conceive that sne
irecgulnsity by which that Sinte wes organ.
1zed without the previous suthority of au aet
of Congress aught to be overlovked, in con-
sideratinn of the eminsion by Congrese to es

tublish noy territonial government tor the pea.

plu et Califorvim, nod the Cunsrquent pecessy
wlhiieh II.E" were under o creale » guveinh-
ot fur themseives bewt ednpted 1o their own
wante,  There nie varicus naisnces, priot lo
the case of Calilarmia, of the sdminsion of new

States o the Uion, withopi Y previous
suthorization by Usagresse The wole cond
ton reguteed by the Conmtitition of the Unpi

ted Sinten in rospect 1o the sdmission of & ¢

new Niate v (hat iy eonstilution shall be re
publicsn in foren. Califorma presents such &
eonnitution; woud there v oo doubt of her
Laving a geewer poputation than that which,
sceaidng o the practice of the government,
han been beeetofors deemed sutlicient to re
Ceve o oew Sacte into the l'-.. un.

in regard o the proposed boupdariew of
Calilortiia, the cominitice would Fave been
giad of there exinted more full snd wecurste
greg aphetical knowledge of (he terrilory
which thase boundaties nclude.
reason to bet

I nere iy
eve tha'y large o8 they nrm, they
embraee no very disproper fionte fuantdy of
fund adapied 10 cul Acd it 1 kuown
that they conlnt ex'envive runges of meun.

ivatinn,

inins, diverts ol sgnd, nol mocel unproductive
siile  Lomight lave been, perbisps, bettos 1o
himve Bawign o Csiloime 8 more Juaterl
fromt on the Poefic; Vut even of there had
bevn reseived on thm shure of that ceean
portisin of the boundnry which i presonts for

any offhet Soate of Eiates, 11w ol very cer-
imcerior of suflicient ex
irntcou'd hiave been grven to them 1o render
an approschile the ocenn through their owe
limiie 0 sy very grenl i potisnge.

taim thal mo necosaib g

A moajoriy ol the comunties think tha
thete nre wany aod urgeat concurning connd
erationw wn lsvnr ol adurung Celilorngs with
the preposed biuudaries, anud of securing 1o
her at thue time the booefite of & 8 nte govern
ment. I bereafinr, upon so iscrease of Ler
population, s mure thorough exploration of hos
leritory, end apn ascottminment of the irela.
lious which may stise betwecn the prople ce
cupy'ng s verous parts 1t ehould be leund
conducive ta ther copvengenes and } npponeee
o ot wnew St out of Californm, we have
ENEry reancn o

Ve, Trotn pesi exporience,
toat the question of a8 sdmission will be lair-
ly conmdesed and just'y decided.

A mzparity of the Committee, therefore, 1o
commend 111 the Sepste the passage of the bl
repotted by vhe Commnttes ¢ Teiritaries (nr
vhe admiz= on e Ualifornis e s Sate into 1he
Uon.  To preveut misconception, the com
mittee wleo racammend that the amend nent
reported by the same committen to the bl
be adopted, »o sn to leave incontestabil'e the
right of the United Sates to the publie do-
mamn snd oihier pubiie property m Calilornia.

the commitiee beliove
it to Le pecessary mod proper, under aciusl
cienstanci s, 1o sdait California, they thiuk
it quiles ay pecessary and proper to estahilnh
for the resifue of the territary
derived from Mexico, and 1o bring it within
the pale of (e Federal authornty. The re.
moteness of that territor@lrom the seat of the
Geperal Government | (Bs dispersed seal of
s porulation @ the wariely ol races—pure

il miged—ol whieh 1l couvate; the ignor.
snce of some of the races of our laws, lun
guuge, and habite; their exposure to jnronds
and ware of wavage frites; and 1the solemn
stipuluticne ol the treaty By which we nequir
ed domiman ever them, impors upon the Uni.
ted Sintee the nparative obligation of exten.
g to them pretection, snd of praviding lor
them gavernment and lawe soited to their con
disen. Congress will fail in the perlormance
of & high dute, 1f it does not give, or attemp!
to give, to them the benefit of such protection,
governmont and laws, They are not now,
and for a long time to eome ny not be, pre.
pared for S ate government.  The territarnl
torm, for the prescnt, 18 beat poited to their
conaihion. A bill hes been reported by the
Committee on Tertitories, dividing all the
ereitory acguired (rom Mexico not compre-
hended within the hmite of Colifornia 1n10
two Territories, under the names of New
Mexico wnd Utah, and predosing for esch n
tereitorial government.

The eommitiee recommend 1o the Senate
the eatablishment of thosagerritorial govern.
men's: and in order mor inly to secure
that demrable ahjoct, the o recommend
that the bill for their establishment be incor
porated 1o the Wil for the admission of Califor-
nie, and united togeiher, they both ba passed.

Whilet a mrjrrity of

gueithinen's

were both ceded to the United Siates by the
saone treaty.  And i the sumo srticle of that
(esty, the United 8tates wwiciuly engaged to
‘srotect and govern both.  Cummon in thewr
origin, commot in therr alienstion fram roe
foreign government o another, common 0
{their wante of good goverament, snd conter.
(mnnous in soame of their boundaries, nod ulike
o meny particulsrs of pha sics] condinan, they
| have nearly esery thing 10 eommon in the re-
:ll'iun! in whech they stind to the rest of this
Unien.  Thero e, then, a pevers! finess and
{propriety an extending the parenta! eare of
government o both 1o common. 1 Califur-
Inim, by o sudden and extraordinary angmenia-
tion of population, ked udennced vo rapediy us
(1o mature her for State governmen, that fur
mishes 60 reancu why the less orunate Tor.
ritories off Now Mexico und Utali shou'd he
nbandoned snd lel ungoverned by the Uniced
States, or shauld ba disconnecied with Culy
foroin, shich, alilivogh she bos orguniznd for
jhierwell n Siato governwent, must be Iegally
unG conntituionally regard d an a Terntory,
until shie s sctually adiwiiied on & State 1o the
l_’ 0.

[tis furthar ohjected, that by con bining the
Iwo ineasures 1o the same Wil tmenbers whe
way be willing to vote for one wod unwilling

i vo

for the oiher, would be pluced in au
eiibsrrassing condinen.  They would be con-
strasneel, 10w wrged, to take or 1o e jeet both,
O the other hsnd thers nre ather wembers
who would be willing 1o voie [ur both uuited,
Mt wou'd feel thenselves constrained 1o vote
wgniast ihe Californm Gl of of stoed »'one, —
Excl parry findsin the bill whieh it fuvore
sometling whicl com giruds it to ueceptance,
and 1o the olher sumethimg which it disap

provas. 1ae lrue ground, theretbre, of the
beetinn to thae unien of the meswres 1% ool

iny want of affimty Lerween them, but be
cuuse of the faver or dinfavor wih which they
ire respechively razarded.  Dnthiseonllict ol
ploton, i stems to aw l-j ity of the evnim.t-
tee that a apiril ol mutual concession enjoins

thut the two meagures should be connecied
togethur ¢ the efliet of winch will Le, that
ueither opinion will exclusively toomph; aod
that Yoth may ficd o sueh an wimicnlle gr.
argemral encigh of good to teccnaile them
to the scceptonce ol the combioed ineasyrs, —
And such » coutee of e iet it e ot gt el
unusual. Few lnwe have cvar passed in whicl

here weie oot patts (o which ex=eption was
skeo.  Dowonexpedient, o nat tnpeseicabls,
‘oscpuriie pacie, and eahody them cndonet
| bille, w0 msin sccommolate the diverst'y o
opmman which may exist. The Consteuon
of the United 8 ates contaned 1 it o gros:
varely of provisons, to some of whc!i serioys
H-Fjrr..ull wan innde o the conventior which
toriwed it by ditferent menbers of tha budy,
[

and when ot wias subaitied 1o 1hie ra calton

ol the Sates, somo of them objected to same |

purts wod others to other parts ol the snue in
strument.  Had thess vairious paris snd pro-
visjons been separntely aetrd onin the conven
o, ar .P'l"t“'!"\' atibiasitied 1o the pe ;'p o!
the Upited Siares, i1 s by no wesiis cerinm
thut the Consti ution itee!l wou'd ever have
bern udapied or ratified. Thoss who did nol
like particular provistons found compensation
tn wilier patts of o, Aod in all cases of con
stitntions nod laws when cither e presented as
s whale, the question 1a be decided 1« whetlier
the good which it containg 1w noi of greater
amount, snd does not pruteal zo any thing ex
cepticiable 1z at.  Andd 88 vothing homan s
purfect, forihe sakeof that hiarmony e de.
strudv'e i such s confederney as this, ne muwt
ba reconci'ed to secure as much us we can ol
what we wish, snd be eonsaled v the refloe
tun that shat wedo pot exscliv ithe s n
lniend!y concresion,
who, brang unied with us 10 a cammon dns.
tny, At desirnble shiculd elwaye live with us
i peace and concord,

A mujonity of the committee have, thare.
fare, bLron led to the recommendation 1o the
Senate thal the 1wo meassures be united. T'he
bill for cetablishiog the two Territories, 1
will be obscrved, omits the Wiliot proviso,
on the one hand, aud, on the other, mukes no
provision for the inircduction of slevery utg
any part of the new Tereitories.  That pro
viso hins been the fruiiful source of distraction
eud agitatien. It were ndopted and applicd
to any Territory it would cenve to have any
vhiigatory foice aswoon as such Terniory
were admitted ana State into the Upon. —
There wns never any fur 11 10 ac-
complish the professed ol ject with which 1t
waw onginally uofivred.  "This hins Leen clesr-
ly demonstrated by the current of eventy —
Californin, of all the recent rerritorial scgu
sitions from Moexico, was that in which, il any
where witlun them, the introduction of slave.
ry was most likely to take place; and the
comstitution of Csliforum, by the unammous
vute ol her convention, haw exprossly interdie
ted it,  There 1o tho highest degree of praba
(bility that Utah nud New Mexico will, when
[they come to be admitied na States, follow the
(example.  ‘The proviso 1a as to all these re-
giotw 10 common, & mere nhatraciion,  Why
!stould it be sny longer inststed on 1 Tomlly
deatiture, ne 1t is, of any pracneal impoit, 1t
hns nevertheless had the parvicious effect 1o
excite serious, il not alarming, conscquences.
ltis high time that the wounds which it has

areasion

ard agrecatle to thowe |

of stich Terriory, when they have otiained
1o s ennd im which entiles them th ndms
oD 2k a0 Fiate, 10 decide far shemselvea thr
question o the 4!l annce or prolibistion of do
mealic slavery.  “The commitiee beleve 1ha
they express the snxious desire of on - |
mecge i joriy of the people of the Unired |
Siates, when they doclace that it is high tume
thet good fealings, hormony, and fiaterne! sen

| timente shou'd Le agsin revived, snd that 1he |
| Government sliou'd be abile onee nisie to pro

cewil i it gront operations to promo'e tha
hep ioess aud prosperity of the country undie.
turlad by this distracting ecue. ‘

Redor Calilusnia, far frem feeling hier wen.

sihility ndoeted by -hep being nesocinied wyth  tive.

Luther Windred wensures—she ought 10 rejoice
nid bis heghly grat iod that, in entering into
the Union, slic may have contributed to the
frengu ity med happinoss of the great (a nily
of Siales, ol wlich, 1t 18 to be hoped, she may
vox day Lo a distinguished meabor.

1 Tue commities beg leave niext in report on
the suljret ol the norhern snd westeru bound.
ary of Tesss.  On that questiion a geeat di-
veirity ol opigion has prevailed.  Acearding
1o tne view of 11, thie western lum ol Texas
was the Nugrces; srcording fo wnather, 1 ex
tended 1o the Rio Grande, snd stretched fom
e meuih to (e povice. A mejonity of
commiiter, having come to the cooclusion o
fecommending an amicable adjustment of the
hoondary wih Texae, abeinin iruig e xpressing
rpinien an to the true and legitimate western
und worthern buundary of thet Siate, The
tiis praposed lor such o adjuatment are
contaned i tha bill herewih repoed, yod
ey are, with eonsiderabie vanation, the |
il @8 that rejporied by the Commitiee on
Feeritonies.,

According 1o these tarms, il 8 proposed to
Petan that her baundary be recogniend to the
Riw Grande, sud up that river to the pon
commenly ealled B Pavo, end running theoce
up that rniver wilvs, mensured thers
o by m stimight e, and thence eastwardls
1o & point wheree the hund edth degree of wes

vaitude crossed Lod rivers b Ing \he 8,0k
wosl sng'e i the ine igaignaed bolwesn the

Lis

Iwenty

The committen will pow pricesd 10 the
consideration of, and to repart upon, the sub.
j#et of persons owing service or libar in one
Stite escaping mtoanother.  The tegt of the
Canstirution 1 quite clear: * No prtson
Lield 1o labor or serviee in one Sute, under
the lewn thereof, excaping inte guother, shyll
i conmequence of any law or resa'dhon
therein, be discharged from such service or
lsbior, but shull be delivered ep on the elaim
Gl the party to whom such service or Ialior
oy be due.”  Nuothing can be more explieit
than this language—noihing more manifest
than the tight 1o demund, and the obligation
te deliver up (o the claimant, suy such fugt-
And the Constitetion addresses itsell
alike to the Siates f?nl"n:mking the Union and
tothe General Governmeat. 17, indeed, there
were uny tifference in the duty to enforee
1" .

partiun wf the Cunstitution between the
Stites ond the Fodery! Cruvernment, 4
mure clear th
of the luner.
Is Now

st is vhat of the former than
But it is tho daty of bath. |
well kouwn and wcontestuble that
cilizens in slaveholding states encounter the
grostest difficaity in obtamnmg the Yenefil ol
thi= provision of the Constitution.  The wt.
tempi (o recapiure & fogihive i3 almost al.

ways a subjeet of grent ieesation snd eseite-
ment, and ofien leads to wost uopleasant (f
nol perdous collisions.  Anownes of 4 élave,
s guiie2 notoriooy, cannot ursue his prop.
ey, lorihe pur pase ol e recovery
of the States, withoul unminent
hezird,  Toizis ndeplorabie s
which ought 10 b remuedicd.

sme
pergana

| things,

* law ol
1503 hos boen fiund wholly e feetusl, and
reqmires mors sinnzenl enac

mente. There
18, especialiy, A lllecmm-_\- in the pomber of
public functionities autharized 1o stfird aid
i the seizure anid arrest of (ugitives.  Varg-
oua States hove declined to sfiord aidand co-
aperatian in the surrender of fugiives from
lubwrr, an the compittees believe, from a mis-
cancepition of their duty ansing under the
Cunstitution of the United States, Ltis true
that s decision of the Supreme Cuurt of the
Uliited Siates has given countenance 1o them
their assistanee.  But the

i withholging

Uigted Staes sod Mexioo, sud the eame Suitianiles enm but believe that the inten.
sbgde i thie hine of The ternitiey sa1 wpart for 160 of tlie :"‘"J; reme Court hnj tlf'-'r: misun
Lie Indi=ns by the Unned Styies, derstond,  They earnct but think (hat the

If this Boundary be assentid to hy Texas
she wall be queted to thar evzent in ber e,
Auil soime m 1Y suppnse that ennsideration
ol tns goverssan by the Unied Siwtes, she

pimaghit, wathiout any oither rquivelent, relin
quishoany eluun 8he has beyond the propaad
waurdary 3 thal s, soy clatin to any part of
'New Mesiea.  Bur, under thie aflivice of
seabuient of Justice and grewt liberaling, the
bill projesees 1o Tuvas, fur ber relisguishinem
ol gny such claim, o larga pecuniary rauiva.
llepl.

As aconmiderstyon for 1, snd consiuer-

ng thst o parbond Fthe debt of Texas was
lerented nn - -fdr- to her crediiars pl the
du-’:»n [0+ dgh o anjorls, tran-ferrea Ly the
resulution ol wexation 1o e Unved States
end oW e | snd receiviable i thew trea-
sury, a o ority of the comnntee reeoimem)
the payti the suty O ——— nillinne ot

dollars 1o Texns, to be spplicd ag the fiost in-

sisnce 1o | extinectron ol thet puation of her

{debufor il renubarsemen of which the da
ter vn loreign unporty were pledged asalore-
saiud ; the residue 1n such wanner ua she
[ may dice Ubie wsid sum is 1o be pad by
Lihe Uvited S a'es in a stock, tn b created,
bearing fice percent. interest snnually, seya.
| ble Linit yonly at the irensory o1 the Unied

Siates, wrml the principal tembarssble at th
Lend of fourteen years.

Acin : 1o an estima'e which bas been
made, there nre nciuded in the territory 1o

I'which 1« propogdd thot Texss sha!ll relinguieh
her clain, embracing that part of New Mex
lygo bying oo ol the Rio Grande, n Litila less
[than 124 933 square m:les, and about 789 957 .
120 seres ¢t land,  From the proceeds vl the
sale of (s land, the Uwirted Sites msy uin
mateiy b reinbursed a portion, if not ihe
whule of the nawount of what i thas proposed

to be sdenneed 1o Texns,

It canunt be anticipated that Texas will de.
cline to uccede to these Libers] pr positions
bt o she show!d, i 18 to be distinet v under

. thiat the utle of the United Siates to any
ferritory nequ red from Mexico esst of tlie
Rio Gennde w il remam unimpaired and i the
wime condition ssif the proposals of ndjast-
men' now cliered hod never bron minde.

stpod

A mepority of the committee recommeand
tothe Senate thatthe section contamning these
propesals to Texas shall be meorporated wto
the bl embracing the admission of Californis
ns a State, and the establishimoent of o territa
rinl government for Ursh sod New Mexico
I'hie defintion and emabilishment of (he bound.-
nty betneen New Mevico and Texas has an
utimate nnd nocewsary conuexion willi Lhe
vetahlishment of o territanal government for
Now Mexien,  Toform a territorial govern-
ment for New Mexico, without preseribing
the limite of the Territory, would leave the
work impesfect uand incomplete, ond might ex- |
pose New Mexico to serious controversy, if
not dangerous collisions, with the Siate of
Poxas,  And most, i not all, lie considera-
none which unue i fevor of combining the
bl for the adimsmon of Calliforiia us w Sate
and the tereitorial bills apply to the boundary

court mere!y mennt that laws of the several

-

Stutes which coented ohsizeies 1o thie way of

bhe reenvery ol lagilives were not authr

1
biv the Cunstitulion, snd not that Sie laws
afflirding freihities in the recovery of fugitives
were forbidden by that instrament.

The nen-s! wehntding States, whaterver

svaiutines wiay ol theor cilizens may leel for

prrsins wha escape from other States, cun-
nol dischatye Themsslves from an
the Constitutinn of tha Unied
All parts of the iastriment Ueing
dependent upon, &nd connected with each
othsr, ought 1o be foly aod jostly enfrced.

‘o etifree
Snles.

IT sme Siates mory seek 1o ex werate them

swives from one pocion of the Canstitdtion
wiher States m vy endeavor 1o evide the per
firmanee of other porons of i3 nod this
Lhe instzum 1 same of s most important
nrovisions; might become inoperstive and o
valid.

But, whatever mav ba the eonduet of indj.
vidunl Sintes, the duty of the Gensral Guw
ernmentis perfeatly elears  Toat duy is, 1o
nqend the existiing nw, nnd 1o provide an ef
fectual remndy for the rovovery of fugiives
from service or labar.  In devising such a
remidy, Congress ought, whilst on one hand
securing to the awner the laie restoration ol
his nroperty, eff clually to gua
gAlsl any
that remedy,

d,on the oth.

dhuses in the app

In nll cases of the arrest, withina Siate
of persons charged with offinces ; wmoall ca
scs of the pursuit of fugitives from jusiu
leom one State 1o nnother State ;o bl cases

f extradinon provided for by teeaties be

Iween loreiin p mersa—the procee '--“3 -
Iaemiy It bhas
thought necesssry to apply, 1o cnses of thst
Kind, the lurms and eeremptics ol a final 11
nl.  And when that sl does take place, it

is'in

I8 summary. never been

the State or countey Trom whieh the
in that o which he
By the exproess language
ol the Constitution, whether the fugilive 12
held to sérvice or lubor or not, ¢t be de-
teemined by the laws of the State fromwhick
he fled ¢ and, consequently, it is most proper
that tha toihunals off that Siate should ex

pound and administer itsown laws. 1/ there
have been any stances of abuse n the er.

party has (o, sod oo
tias found reluge.

roneous arrest of [uginves fromservice or la-
bor, the
edse of them,

committee have riot oblsioed knowl-
They believe that none such
have oecurred, and that such are not likely
O oCgur.

But, in order to guard against the possibil-
iy off thieir o¢currence, the committee have
prepared, and herewith report, (marked D))
a acchion, 1o be offered to the lugitive bill
now pending bhefure the Sennte.  According
to this section, the owner of a fugitive from
<ervice or labor ia, when practicable, 10 car-
ry with him 1o the State in which the peeson
1# (bund a record, from a competent tribunal,
adjudicating the fcts of elopemeont and sluve.
rv, with u general description of the fugitve.
This record, penperly avested snd certified

vbligzation 1o that county o the State from winch ho

Ure consummated, or are inn process of con. |
Mumnistion, there can be po other sufe and the same bill s objreted to on varons g rounde.
Prudent alternative than te reapect the decis. | 1t 1w said that they are imeongruous, and have
100 already rendered, and to acquiesce in il. | no necessary connexion with each other. A

heelf for admission into the Union, whethar

The combinations of the Imo messures in infl cted whould be healed vp and closed ; and
| that te avord, in all futere tme, the sgitations
{ which must be produced by the confliet of o-
| pmion on the lh\'ery quulmn, existing aw this
ienaiming these viows, a majority of the mujarity of the committes think otherwine.— | ine'itution _doal in some of the States und pro
“ommitiee do not think it necessary or prop. The object of both measures s the establish. | hibited as it is in others, the true ;:nncnplo
'l to recommend, at this time, or prospoc: | ment of governmenl surted 1o the cenditions, | which ought to regulsie the aetion of ongress
ively, any new Siate or States to be formed respectively, of the proposed pew State and [in forming terniorial goveroments f.ur euch
L of the- Tuuilor’ of Tuxan. Should a0y | of the new Territories, P'rior to their transfor | nowly acquired dmmgn 18 to reftain from .”.
h 8tate be hereafier formed, and present | (o the United States, they both (brined & part | legislation en the subjret 1o the terntory ne- | those three messures, the passage o which,

questionof Texas. By the union of tha three
measures, every question of difficulty and di-
viswwn which haw srisen out of the terrilonel
acquisitions from Mexico will, it 19 hoped, be
ndjusted, or pinced in s tram of satisfactory
adjustment,  The committee, availing them
selves of the arduous and valuable laboes of |
thoe Committes on Territores, report a bill,
herowith annexed, (marked A,) embracing

under the official seal of the eourt, being ia-
k#nto the State where 1he person owing ser-
viee or [abor s found, is to be held eampe.
tent and sufficient evidence of the facts which
had been adjudicated, and witl leave nnthing
more to be dune than to idenlify the fugitive.

Numerous petitions have been presented,
praying for atrial by jury in the case of ar.
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cases,  Under the name of n ponualar and

chertshed st otion= an ingiiution, hows eT.

never applied in cases of prelimn
credings, and only in cases of final 1ol —-

there would Le 1E0Mm lete mackery of jingt

sn far as theownor of 1he fitive is o Heer
ed.  Ifthe trial by Jury boad
vraw abier 1l s wsunl consequences, of o
unuwance from

rme ta time, to bring evidenes
lrom distant pluces, nf see

nid or new teiale
in cases where the jury is hung, or the ver-
tict as sel ssirie ; und of revien's of the ver

diet and conduct of juties by competent 5.
bunels.  Darn gthe progress of ali 1hesw

Intory snd expensive pro cevdings, whit seo -
1y 1 there o8 to the custody snd furihcom-
ing of the fugitive vpon theig_teeminstion?
And i, feadiv, alie claimant should be sur-
cessiul, contrary 1o what lm]ﬂpulm in ordines
ry hitigation Letween free persons, he would
have tobear all ike burdens and expeuse of
the liligation, without indemnity, and woeuld
lears, by sad exprrience, that he had by far
better huve whudored as tight an (e Gest

instance, than to eetabilish it st such unrewys
nerated cost and hesvy sacrifice.

Bat whilsr the committe conceive that a
trial by jury ino Siate where a fugitive fiom
serviee or lalior ia recaptured would be a vir-
el dems! ol justies to the clatmant of such
lugitiee, and would be tantamcunt to a pesi.
tive refusat tn exicute the provisions of the
Consttprrmn, the s do not ap-
plv to sueh a toal o the State from which he

tled.

snne 1-‘,!'-._ 1

In tne sluvelinlding Siaves, ful) Justices
s administered with the fbiroess and impor
tahtyy i consces of all netons for frecdom.
The person elaiming fus freedum is alluw.
ed to sue in forme pauperis; counell i
sssigned lum; time is sllowed him to collect
lits witnesses and to aitend the sessions ol U
conrty and Wis clutmunt is placed veder bond
and security, or isdivested of the possession
during the progress of tha trial, o ensur
the enjoyment of these privileges; and i
there be any leaning on the part of ecourty
snd juries, it is always on the side of (he
clatmant four fieedon.

Lu deferrence to the fealing and prejudices
which prevad 1o thie non-slesveholding States,
the committes propose such @ trial in the
State lrom which the (ogitive flad, in sll ca.
ses where he decinres to the officer giving
his cartificare for his return, that he has o
cight to his freedom.  Accordingly, the cum
mitter have prepared, and report herewith,
(marked C.) two sections, which they re.
commend should be ineorporuted inthe fugi-

tve bull pending in the Seaate. Actirding
to these scctiuns, the elaimant is placed un
der bond, and required 1o return the (nzdive

flod, and there 1o ke him before a compe.
tent tribunal, and allow Him o pese 1 and es.
tablish his freedom [ he can, .-.ﬂ‘..-rl-.-.t; to him
for that | srpese gl neediul facilities,

The committes indulge the hope that if
the: fugetive bill, wiily the proposed amend-
meats, sha'l be passed by Congress, it will be
flectunliy (o secure the recovery of all fugi-

tives Iram service or lubior, and that it will
remove all eauses of complaint which heve
hitherto been experienced on that trritating
sulgeets Dut of in s practical operation it
shull be fund msullicient, and il no adeqiiste
remedy can be devised fur the resterstion to
their vwners of fugiive slaves, those owners
will have a just title to indemnity cut of the
Treasury of the United Siates.

It remnins 1o report upon the resclutions
in refation ta sluvery nond the sinve irade in
the Mhetriet of Columbia, Without discuss-
ing the power of Congress (o abolish slavery
within the Districtin regard to which a di-
versity of opinton exists the commiites are of
opinon thet 1t ought not Lo be sholished. It
could not be done without indispensible con-
dittons, which are not hkely to be agreed to.
It could not be done  without exciting great
spprehension and alarm in the slave Siutes,
It the power were exercised within this Dis-
“tniet, they would apprehend that under some
pretext or another, it migh be hereafter at.
1o be exercised within the slave-
holding Siates. It is true that et present all
power within those States i3 almost u-
nanimously disavowed and disclanmed in the
free Sintes. " il experionce n Ilu[l-'l.-_' sifairs
Bus too olten shown that where there 1s 8 de.
sire 1o a particular thing, the power to ac.
com;lish 1t socuer or later, will be found or
assuimed.

Nor doos the number of slaves within the
District make the abolition of slavery an ob
ject ol any such consequence as appesrs (o
be attached to it in some parts of the Union.
Since the retrocession of Alexandein connty
to Virzinin, on the South side of the Poto
mae, the Distriet now consists only of Wush
wgtonecounty, on the north side of that river ;
and the returns of the degennary enumera.
tion of the peop'e of the United Siates show
a rapidly progressive decrease 1a the number
of slaves in Washingion county. Accordiry
to tho census ol 18380, the number was 4 5
and in 1540 1t wis reduced to 3,320 ; ¢
ing a reduction 1n len years of uearly one
third. I it should continue in the snme ra-
tin, the number according te the census now
about to be taken, will beculy alittle up.
wards of two thausand.

But a mnjority of the commities think
diffsrently in regard to the slave irade wirh.
in the Dostrier. By that trade is mesnt (he
introduetion of slaves from adjacent Siates in.
to the District, for sule, or to be placed in
depot for the purpose of subsrquent saic or
traisporintion to other and distant ma-kels,
I'hat trade a majnnty of the commumtv aro

|l:'.l;i'.:"-:

such

W

rest ﬂf.’u;;uivus fram service or labor, in the Lof opinion, ought 1o be abalished. Com.

non slaveholding Sies,

[t has been already | plainta have always existed ngainst if, 00 less
of Mexico, whare they stood in equal relations [ quited, so leng ns it retaing the teceitonial | vmting them together, they recommend lulhelihuml that this would be entirely contrary | on the purt of members of Congress from the
ith or without the establishment of slavery, |10 1he government of that republic. They |form of governmont—Ileaving it to the puople | Senate.

to practice and vaifornr usage in all similar | South (ban on the part of members ftom the
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